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succession to Rashid. ! He was subsequently Molla of La-
rissa, Brusa, and Medina, successively. In 1160 (1747) he
was promoted to the Judgeship of Constantinople, and ten
years afterwards to the Qadi-caskerate first of Anatolia, then
of Rumelia. Towards the close of 1172 (1759) he reached
the goal of the Ottoman legist's ambition, the seat of the
Sheykh-ul-lslam; but he held this lofty post for eight months
only, as he died over ninety years of age in the Latter
Jemazi of 1173 (1760).

Much of 'Asim's poetry was written during the reign of
Ahmed III, the period when the brilliant genius of Nedim
was determining the issue of the struggle between Roman-
ticism and Persianist tradition; and as Ekrem Bey, who
devotes a few pages to him, points out, the influence of his
illustrious contemporary is from time to time perceptible in
his work. But the lightness of touch and delicacy of fancy
essential to success in that direction are absent here, and
'Asim seems to have felt that Romanticism was not for
him. He therefore turned or reverted to that style which
was more in harmony alike with his temperament and his
education, and as a poet of the Third Persianist School
succeeded in winning for himself a position of considerable
eminence. If his poetry is, in common with that of most
of the followers of Nabf, inspired by no very lofty senti-
ments or high ideals of beauty, it is at least lucid and
straightforward, and comparatively free from trivial or far-
fetched conceits. Ekrem Bey, who speaks of 'Asim's philo-
sophic views and vigour of character, declares that this poet
is more correct in his use of language than most of his
contemporaries, and maintains that Ziyri Pasha is wrong in

1 'Asiui's   \voik,   which  is  entitled  Taukh-i   Chelebi-zade,  deals   with  the
history of the Empire from 1135 (1722; to 1141  (^1728;